Closing Prayer

October 22, 2017

Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from
above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and
confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and [ ] give you peace.

Closing Hymn .................................................................... “O Christians, Haste” (CW 570)
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Children’s Message

Welcome!
We extend a very warm and friendly welcome to all who’ve joined us for worship today. We
pray that the God of grace, who sent his Son to save you and who proved his love for you by
raising him from the dead, will fill your heart with joy in knowing that your salvation has
been made sure through Jesus. May God bless your worship!
If you’re a guest with us this morning, please sign the Friendship Register in your row,
checking any applicable boxes. If you need assistance of any kind, don’t hesitate to ask one
of the ushers. If you’d like to learn more about St. John congregation or the Bible’s
teachings, please speak with Pastor Mike Gehl. And if you don’t already have a churchhome, feel free to return and worship with us again at your earliest convenience.

Hymn of the Day........................................................ “I Gave My Life for Thee” (CW 454)
Sermon ..................................................................................................... Philippians 4:14-20
Joyful Generosity: Regular and Intentional

Create in Me

Our restrooms are located downstairs (through the entryway). Activity bags to help keep
children occupied are on a hanger in the entryway. We love having your children sit with
you during the service, but if you feel that your infant or toddler is getting a little too fussy,
you may briefly step out of the sanctuary until they’re ready to come back in.
Today’s order of service is displayed on the screen and printed out in the worship folder
(with music notes) for your convenience. Hymns are
found in the red book in front of you.
St. John also operates an all-day preschool and a fullday kindergarten through eighth grade Lutheran
Elementary School. We’re a member of the Fox Valley
Lutheran High School federation. If you are interested
in hearing more about these opportunities for
Christian education, please speak with Pastor Gehl or
Principal Tim Raddatz.

At Your Service Today:
7:45
10:15
Greeters:
Lois Baumgartener
Tina DeMerritt
Aura Lee Gehl
Diane Laabs
Tammy Olp & Janet Wierschke
Joan Zahn
Ushers:
Randy Kluess
Zaine Gehl
Eric Olp
Dale Laabs
Elliot Olp
Doug Otten
William Olp
Jeremy Uecker
Carol Uitenbroek
Organist:
Deb Schaeuble
Deb Schaeuble
PowerPoint: Zaine Gehl
Rebecca Wicks
Altar Guild:
Lou Ann B, Mary F, & Aura Lee G
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Mission and Purpose
St. John Lutheran Church exists
as part of the Holy Christian
Church on earth. We engage in
the continuing development of
disciples of Jesus Christ by
GATHERING
for
worship,
education, and fellowship in
order to GROW in faith and
knowledge of our Lord and
Savior. By God’s GRACE we GO
to proclaim Christ and his
Word with our lips and lives.
We realize that it’s only
through the GOSPEL in Word
and Sacraments that one can
be equipped for discipleship
and bringing GLORY to God.

Thank-Offering
Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.
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Gospel Lesson ................................................................................... Matthew 2:1-12 (EHV)
Today’s Gospel reading is recorded in the 2nd chapter of the Gospel according to St.
Matthew, beginning at the 1st verse.

The Common Service
Opening Hymn ......................................... “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (CW 234)
In the name of the Father and of the Son [ ] and of the Holy Spirit.

1

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from the east came to
2
Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw his star when it
3
rosed and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this, he was alarmed, and all
4
Jerusalem with him. He gathered together all the people’s chief priests and experts in the law. He
5
asked them where the Christ was to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, because this
6
was written through the prophet: You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least
among the rulers of Judah: because out of you will come a ruler, who will shepherd my people,
7
Israel.” Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from them exactly when the
8
star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child.
9
When you find him, report to me, so that I may also go and worship him.” After listening to the king,
they went on their way. Then the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them, until it stood
10
still over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming
11
joy. After they went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and
worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold, frankincense, and
12
myrrh. Since they had been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own
country by another route.

Confession of Sins
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Lord, Have Mercy...........................................................................................................(Kyrie)

…this is the Gospel of our Lord.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son [ ] and
of the Holy Spirit.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayer and Praise
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.

Glory Be to God....................................................................................... (Gloria in Excelsis)

Let us pray. Merciful Father, your kindness caused the light of the gospel to shine among
us. Now use us as instruments of your love to reach out with the message of salvation to
all people. Bless those who labor in the mission fields at home and abroad and grant
success to their witness that many may be freed from sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Word
First Lesson ......................................................................................... Malachi 3:6-12 (CSB)
6

7

“Because I, the LORD, have not changed, you descendants of Jacob have not been destroyed. “Since
the days of your fathers, you have turned from my statutes; you have not kept them. Return to me,
8
and I will return to you,” says the LORD of Armies. Yet you ask, “How can we return?” “Will a man
rob God? Yet you are robbing me!” “How do we rob you?” you ask. “By not making the payments of
9
the tenth and the contributions. You are suffering under a curse, yet you—the whole nation—are
10
still robbing me. Bring the full tenth into the storehouse so that there may be food in my house.
Test me in this way,” says the LORD of Armies. “See if I will not open the floodgates of heaven and
11
pour out a blessing for you without measure. I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not
ruin the produce of your land and your vine in your field will not fail to produce fruit,” says the LORD
12
of Armies. “Then all the nations will consider you fortunate, for you will be a delightful land,” says
the LORD of Armies.

Psalm of the Day ........................................................................................................ Psalm 67
Second Lesson .......................................................................... Philippians 4:14-20 (EHV)
14

15

Nevertheless, you did well by becoming partners with me in my affliction. You Philippians know
that in the beginning of your experience with the gospel, when I left Macedonia, not one church
16
Even while I was in
shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you alone.
17
Thessalonica, you sent help more than once for my needs. Not that I am seeking a gift, but I am
18
seeking the fruit that adds to your account. I have been paid in full, and I have more than enough. I
am fully supplied since I’ve received from Epaphroditus the things that came from you, a sweet19
smelling fragrance, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. And my God will fully supply your
20
every need, according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. Now to our God and Father be glory
forever and ever! Amen.
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