Thanksgiving

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Song of Simeon .............................................................................................. (Nunc Dimittis)

August 20th and 21st, 2017

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and [ ] give you peace.

Closing Hymn .................................................. “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” (CW 318)
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Words of Institution

Welcome!
We extend a very warm and friendly welcome to all who’ve joined us for worship today. We
pray that the God of grace, who sent his Son to save you and who proved his love for you by
raising him from the dead, will fill your heart with joy in knowing that your salvation has
been made sure through Jesus. May God bless your worship!
If you’re a guest with us this morning, please sign the Friendship Register in your row,
checking any applicable boxes. If you need assistance of any kind, don’t hesitate to ask one
of the ushers. If you’d like to learn more about St. John congregation or the Bible’s
teachings, please speak with Pastor Mike Gehl. And if you don’t already have a churchhome, feel free to return and worship with us again at your earliest convenience.
Our restrooms are located downstairs (through the entryway). Activity bags to help keep
children occupied are on a hanger in the entryway. We love having your children sit with
you during the service, but if you feel that your infant or toddler is getting a little too fussy,
you may briefly step out of the sanctuary until they’re ready to come back in.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God..........................................................................................(Agnus Dei)

Today’s order of service is displayed on the screen and printed out in the worship folder
(with music notes) for your convenience. Hymns are
found in the red book in front of you.
St. John also operates an all-day preschool and a fullday kindergarten through eighth grade Lutheran
Elementary School. We’re a member of the Fox Valley
Lutheran High School federation. If you are interested
in hearing more about these opportunities for
Christian education, please speak with Pastor Gehl or
Principal Tim Raddatz.

At Your Service Today:
Greeters:

Ushers:

Organist:
PowerPoint:
Altar Guild:

Sun
Mon
Tina De Merritt
Carol Just – Betty Schmidt
Faye Patoka – Joan Zahn
Zaine Gehl
Lloyd Patoka
Richard Patton
Monty Reynolds
Terry Sieker – Jack Zirbel
Deb Schaeuble
Rebecca Wicks
Phil Roberts
Lou Ann G, Janet W, & Courtney S
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Mission and Purpose
St. John Lutheran Church exists
as part of the Holy Christian
Church on earth. We engage in
the continuing development of
disciples of Jesus Christ by
GATHERING
for
worship,
education, and fellowship in
order to GROW in faith and
knowledge of our Lord and
Savior. By God’s GRACE we GO
to proclaim Christ and his
Word with our lips and lives.
We realize that it’s only
through the GOSPEL in Word
and Sacraments that one can
be equipped for discipleship
and bringing GLORY to God.

Distribution
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Lift up your hearts.

Service Theme for The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost: The Christian trusts God to provide.
The Prayer of the Day summarizes the Sunday: God reveals his mighty power chiefly in showing
mercy and kindness. God feeds hungry mouths and hungry souls with his gifts of grace. When
we bring our problems to Jesus, he will richly supply all we need.

The Common Service

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

Opening Hymn ............................... “O Lord, Our God, Your Gracious Hand” (CW 511)
In the name of the Father and of the Son [ ] and of the Holy Spirit.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is
with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious
song:
Holy, Holy, Holy ......................................................................................................... (Sanctus)

Confession of Sins
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Lord, Have Mercy...........................................................................................................(Kyrie)

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son [ ] and
of the Holy Spirit.
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Prayer and Praise

Create in Me

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Glory Be to God....................................................................................... (Gloria in Excelsis)

Thank-Offering
These offerings are used to support the ministries of our church, both locally and worldwide.
Our guests should not feel compelled to give an offering, but may do so if they desire.

Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

The Sacrament
Preface
The Lord be with you.
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The Nicene Creed

Prayer of the Day

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Hymn of the Day....................................................“Jesus, Priceless Treasure” (CW 349)
Sermon ....................................................................................................... Matthew 14:13-21
Jesus Satisfies Us with an Abundance of Bread!
He provides the bread of life so that
we might know his compassion.
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He provides daily bread so that
we might know his credentials.

The Lord be with you.

Let us pray. O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and
kindness. Grant us the full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises
and become partakers of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Word
First Lesson .................................................................................... Genesis 41:41-49 (EHV)
A Christian trusts that God will provide—even when the plan makes no sense to us. Sold as a slave by
his brothers, Joseph could have despaired of God’s care and love. In faith, however, Joseph trusted in
God to provide for his needs and his future. Year after year, God did just that and raised Joseph from
the depths of prison to dizzying heights of power. By the age of 30 he controlled one of the greatest
empires the world has known. And it was all so God could provide for his people. He used Joseph as
his tool to fill the granaries during the seven fat years that he might give bread to the people during
the seven lean. So great was God’s blessing that they stopped counting the grain! The grace in God’s
provision can be seen not only in the thousands of Egyptians saved from starvation, but most
especially in the grain he provided to Jacob and his sons during the famine. Though he was sold as a
slave, God made Joseph vizier that he might be God’s hand providing food to preserve the bloodline
of the Savior. How often we look at our lives and see only problems and none of the possibilities that
God would work in us and through us! Look at Joseph and learn again to trust God to provide.
41

42

Pharaoh also said to Joseph, “Look, I have appointed you over the whole land of Egypt.” Pharaoh
took his signet ring off of his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand. He dressed Joseph in robes made from
43
the best linen and put a gold chain around his neck. He had him ride in the second best chariot that
he had. Men went ahead of him crying out, “Kneel down!” Pharaoh appointed him over the whole
44
land of Egypt. Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but in the whole land of Egypt no one will lift
45
up his hand or his foot without your permission.” Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath Paneah,
and he gave him Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, as a wife. Joseph went out and
46
began to rule over the land of Egypt. Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before Pharaoh king
of Egypt. Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh and traveled throughout the whole land of
47
48
Egypt. During the seven years of abundance the earth produced plentiful harvests. He collected all
the food during the seven good years in the land of Egypt, and he stored up the food in the cities. In
49
every city he stored the food from the fields that were around the city. Joseph stored up a huge
amount of grain, like the sand of the sea. Finally he stopped keeping track, because it was too much to
measure.
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Psalm of the Day .................................................................................................Psalm 42, 43

Verse of the Day .........................................................................................John 14:23 (EHV)
Alleluia. Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will hold on to my word. My Father will
love him, and we will come to him, and make our home with him.” Alleluia.

Gospel Lesson ..............................................................................Matthew 14:13-21 (EHV)

As the deer pants for streams of water,*
so my soul pants for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.*
Where can I go and meet with God?
Why are you downcast, O my soul?*
Why so disturbed with- in me?
Put your hope in God,*
for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.

Though saddened by the Baptist’s death and seeking solitude, Jesus had compassion on the crowds
that followed him and healed their sick. Then he turned to the training of his disciples. “Give them
something to eat,” he told them (Mark 6:37). The disciples, however, saw all of the problems and
none of the possibilities. They could estimate how many months’ wages it would cost; they could
tally the measly resources on hand. Their math didn’t fail them, but their faith did. They did not
begin to understand what kind of Lord they had in Jesus. Jesus taught them that a Christian trusts
in God to provide when he said, “Bring them here to me!” They should have done immediately; it
should be our first response to want or crisis. Bring it to Jesus. And look how he answered! So much
food that thousands were fed and there were bushels left over. Here, the Son of God showed that
he even cares for the physical needs of his people. Trust in God to provide!

Today’s Gospel reading is recorded in the 14th chapter of the Gospel according to St.
Matthew, beginning at the 13th verse.

Refrain

Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me;*
let them bring me to the place where you dwell.
Then will I go to the altar of God, my joy and my delight.*
I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son * and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the be- ginning, * is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

Second Lesson ................................................................................. 1 Timothy 4:4, 5 (EHV)
Certain false teachers (gnostics) believed the physical world was evil. They demanded an ascetic life
that was at odds with God’s intentions for our existence. Paul asserts that God not only cares about
our physical existence, but everything we need for it is, in fact, a creation of God and essentially
good—not evil. Rather than a life of denial, the Christian life is one of gratefully receiving all that
we need as gracious gifts from God.
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When Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place to be alone. When the
14
crowds heard this, they followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus got out of the boat, he
15
saw a large crowd. He had compassion on them and healed their sick. When evening came, his
disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place and the hour is already late. Send the crowds
16
away, so that they can go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” But Jesus said to them,
17
“They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” They told him, “We have here only
18
19
five loaves and two fish.” “Bring them here to me,” he replied. Then he instructed the people to sit
down on the grass. He took the five loaves and the two fish. After looking up to heaven, he blessed
them. He broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples. The disciples gave the food to the people.
20
They all ate and were filled. They picked up twelve basketfuls of what was left over from the broken
21
pieces. Those who ate were about five thousand men, not even counting women and children.

…this is the Gospel of our Lord.
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In fact, everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with
5
thanksgiving, because it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.
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