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/ 14 1$$ & ! & ! In the area of grammar (yeah — sorry for making fuund like a school lesson!), you

'$ # ! A DY WE LS sometimes hear about such things as comparaticksgrerlatives. A comparative
# (CCCCCCCceeeeeeecccccccceeeerrecccccccceeeea (CCCCccceeeccccc \| A4 quite simply makes a comparison between two thingss ball is bouncier than that

) ! ) Chists Love, OurCallng.—— gnig; his car has more muscle than mine; my beagkesbmuch louder than your poo-

4 & 6 dle (although I'd much rather deal with a “howl’atha “yip, yip, yip” any day!). Su-
** I perlatives also make a comparison, but refer togarécular thing as being above
*5 # | ' WORSHIP and beyond the rest — that mountain is the higinetste world; that fighter jet is the
*7 $ ) SCHEDULE |[fastest ever produced; that room of yours is tiygdst pig sty I've ever seen!

8 " # 1 Part of us wants to be better, to do better. | viatie a better pastor, husband, father,
*+ $- $ % ! Bible Classes | member of the community, Christian. | don’t necei§savant to be a better church
9 "l & | & | 9 am Sundays |member or parent or spouse THAN YOU ARE, but just rhy own sake. God's

%) L g T 1st & 3rd Wednesday given me a role in life and he’s given me talentput to use, and | want to do better

0 (@@ (e Sunday Worship | Ving in that role and using those talents thhave been in the past.
* 6 *+ ) 7:45 &y10.15 ar% But another part of us also thinks in terms of slap@es. | want to be the best. |
$ ' ' want to excel. Sometimes, in our competitive spithat means winning every com-

6 &3$$ - & petition, scoring the most points, getting the dastime, breaking the most records,
# 6 acquiring the most medals or trophies. And thakayb A competitive spirit that wants to excel isatthy for

young and old alike.

$ S , Two times in the New Testament — at least in the tdnslation — do we find the word “excel.” Thexree also
) . & 6 ) . several occurrences of the word “excellent.” Thayéhto do with the areas of stewardship (faithfulbyng our
/0 $- $" time, talents, and treasures) and the Christiafésof sanctification (our good works as a respotts&od’s
6 ! _ saving us). To the Philippians, Paul writedilfatever is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admiable — if any-

# thing is excellent or praiseworthy — think about segh things” To Titus, he wrote about God’s mercy, the gift
(@ @« of baptism, justification through Jesus Christ, &ethg heirs of eternal life and said those thiags‘excellent

/ /0 , and profitable for everyon€' as they ‘tlevote themselves to doing what is goddn 1 Corinthians, he says
$ “try to excel in those [spiritual gifts] that build up the church” And in 2 Corinthians: Since you excel in
&%$$ - & everything... see that you also excel in this gracé giving.”

Are you excelling? As an athlete? Student? Empl@yaeyour role in the family? In your role in thBurch?

Are you serving faithfully and to the very bestyolur abilities with all those God-given talents®Anu giving

- faithfully to the work of the church in addition soipporting your family, paying your taxes, helpthg needy,
- and enjoying God’s creation? Or could you do behigrGod’s grace and out of love for him?

! " $ ) $ " Around church, part of us wants to connect thogggthto statistics. Our church offerings aren’t @ang ex-
! v penses, and we’ve once again needed to draw dimewf credit — we must not be excelling. We’reuggling
# # $ % # to find willing members to serve on the church couim place of those whose terms are expiring —mest
18 ' (eeecceeeeeeaeeeececeecrreccccec (qeecceeeeeccccc not be excelling. The seats aren’t jam-packed forship or Bible class yet — we must not be excglliros-
( % ) 1 2 3 2 pects aren’t breaking down the doors to become reesnbwe must not be excelling. Current membens'tare
asking if there’s anything more they can do — westmot be excelling.

Continued on page 3
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EVENT: A special “fund-raiser” will be held along with outent Supper on Wednesday, April 8, from 5:00
— 6:00 pmin the fellowship hall. The Events Committee isting the meal, and as a Thrivent Action
Team event, the cost will be completely covered.

PURPOSE: Several of ogellowship hall tablesare in poor condition — and all of them are toaweto easily
move around for various classes and church funsti@ur hope is to replace several (or possiblyddll)
them with new lightweight tables.

GOAL:

WHO: All members are invited to contribute as generously as theyiting and able. Members should in no
way feel obligated to contribute in order to attew the meal) And if you're unable to attend the meal, but
still wish to contribute, you may do so througk Bunday offering.

The complete project is estimated to costeahere between $1,000 and $2,000.

HOW: A collection bucket will be set out at the rhdhyou wish to have your donation included ast jud your
charitable donations, you may use one of the semlélopes that will be available, and it will getdur
finance committee. Over the next few weeks, youalaa place a separate envelope in the offerintg pla

earmarked for “new tables.”

Continued from Front Page:

2 e T A T T T e e R R
LWMS Updates

As Lent turns into Easter in just %
a few weeks, turn your hearts and% c Orland-oh!
minds to Jesus. He truly excelled, did- ome to Orland-on!
n't he? He wasn't just hetter Savior % The 54th Annual LWMS Convention in Orlando, Floridall leave
than others. He's thenly one who = you with lots of reasons to say “OH!” The conventitates are
could save the world from sin. He per-=<® June 22-25, 2017. Information, registration foamg speaker in-
fectly used his abilities. He gave his&® formation about the event will be posted on thédbm board in th
absolute all for you and me and th back of church for anyone who may be interestegbing. Any
world so that we could be forgiven and& questions, or if you plan on going, and may needemegistration
therefore qualified to enter heaven. An(@ forms, please talk to Lou Beard 920-532-4980.
he came out as the Champion.

(gt g

&y LWMS Convention 2018

@ The Paperland Circuit of the LWMS will have the oppnity to

him in his Good Fnday and Easter vic- hose the 55th LWMS Convention on June 21-24, 20118eaK|

tory! Now, just as God'’s given his best Convention Center in Green Bay. We are ant@cigaliﬁoo men

to you and for you, give your very best % and women in attgndance for this. Many helpl_ngjlsaire neeg:le

to him and for him. Strive to excel! % to recrun_and assist in such a wonderful e_ver_itlsTs an amazing
opportunity to hear first-hand about the missiomkaaone by

% WELS missionaries and mission project supporteolutin your

% mission offerings. SAVE THE DATE!

Jesus is the best! You and |
stand on the top of the podium with
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In Christ’s Service and Yours!
Pastor Mike Gehl

L) Spring Rally

é@_@ The LWMS Paperland Circuit Spring Rally is Saturdagril 22,

% 2017, at Martin Luther Church in Neenah. The biogds handi-

% capped accessible and childcare will be availaBlarpooling is

% encouraged. Registration and mission monies azdyApril
12th. Please let Lou Beard know if you plan oerading and if

% you plan on staying for the meal/lunch, and if yall need child
care at the event for your child/children. 920-B2380
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g Stewardship & Ministry Plan Cottage Meetings
o
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g All adult members are asked to attend one of tlbwnging meetings here at church. It's our goal theevery§
gsingle family with this important information, sttendance will be taken and, come June, we’ll laehang oug
g to those who haven't yet attended a meeting.

nan
whaark

& Our goal for these meetings is twofold: 1) to rewibe biblical principles of stewardship with alembers in a
gevangelical manner, and 2) to discuss implemeraitugnified budget.” The church leadership feeld thare

g are probably many questions that members might &wat this subject and that every-member meetings
‘g’ the best way to discuss it openly.

Thank you for giving this your attention and pleagg up to attend a meeting using the sheet irtiwyway.
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