Closing Hymn ................................................................................... “The Lamb” (CWS 714)

The Second Sunday in Lent
March 12, 2017

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church & School
437 Turner Street, Wrightstown WI, 54180
www.stjlw.com
Pastor Mike Gehl (pastorgehl@gmail.com) .................................... (920) 309-5171
Church Office (church@stjlw.com) ................................................. (920) 532-4865
School Office (stjlsw@gmail.com) .................................................. (920) 532-4361
Mr. Timothy Raddatz, Principal, Grades 4-8 ................................... (920) 636-5007
Mrs. Jennifer Bunn, Grades 1-3 ...................................................... (920) 217-3405
Mrs. Rebecca Wicks, Pre-K and K .................................................... (920) 809-8648
Miss. Jamie Buss, Preschool and Pre-K ........................................... (920) 538-0470
Mr. Terry Sieker, Congregation President ...................................... (920) 864-7307
Fox Valley Lutheran High School .................................................... (920) 739-4441
[8]

The Apostles’ Creed

Welcome!
We extend a very warm and friendly welcome to all who’ve joined us for worship today. We
pray that the God of grace, who sent his Son to save you and who proved his love for you by
raising him from the dead, will fill your heart with joy in knowing that your salvation has
been made sure through Jesus. May God bless your worship!
If you’re a guest with us this morning, please sign the Friendship Register in your row,
checking any applicable boxes. If you need assistance of any kind, don’t hesitate to ask one
of the ushers. If you’d like to learn more about St. John congregation or the Bible’s
teachings, please speak with Pastor Mike Gehl. And if you don’t already have a churchhome, feel free to return and worship with us again at your earliest convenience.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Our restrooms are located downstairs (through the entryway). Activity bags to help keep
children occupied are on a hanger in the entryway. We love having your children sit with
you during the service, but if you feel that your infant or toddler is getting a little too fussy,
you may briefly step out of the sanctuary until they’re ready to come back in.

Thank-Offering / Handbells ....................................................... “The Lamb” (CWS 714)

Today’s order of service is displayed on the screen and printed out in the worship folder
(with music notes) for your convenience. Hymns are
found in the red book in front of you.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

St. John also operates an all-day preschool and a fullday kindergarten through eighth grade Lutheran
Elementary School. We’re a member of the Fox Valley
Lutheran High School federation. If you are interested
in hearing more about these opportunities for
Christian education, please speak with Pastor Gehl or
Principal Tim Raddatz.

At Your Service Today:
Greeters:

Ushers:

PowerPoint:
Altar Guild:

7:45
Michelle Bruecker
Becke Pennenberg
Ralia Pennenberg
Carroll Treptow
Jacob Bruecker
Noah Pennenberg
Monty Reynolds
Don Treptow
Dave Treptow
Zaine Gehl
Pat V, Betty S, & Tina D

10:15
Mary Fritsch
Barb Verbeten
Rozanne Bohrtz
Nichole Meyers
Josh & Ralph B
Kenny Lemke
Chris Lemke
Ryan Lemke
Ed Maass
Carol Just
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Mission and Purpose
St. John Lutheran Church exists
as part of the Holy Christian
Church on earth. We engage in
the continuing development of
disciples of Jesus Christ by
GATHERING
for
worship,
education, and fellowship in
order to GROW in faith and
knowledge of our Lord and
Savior. By God’s GRACE we GO
to proclaim Christ and his
Word with our lips and lives.
We realize that it’s only
through the GOSPEL in Word
and Sacraments that one can
be equipped for discipleship
and bringing GLORY to God.

Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and
bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord
with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and [ ] give you peace.
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10

Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you,
11
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” “Sir,” she
said, “you don’t even have a bucket, and the well is deep. So where do you get this living water?
12
You are not greater than our father Jacob, are you? He gave us this well and drank from it himself,
13
as did his sons and his animals.” Jesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty
14
again, but whoever drinks the water I will give him will never be thirsty ever again. Rather, the
15
water I will give him will become in him a spring of water, bubbling up to eternal life.” “Sir, give me
this water,” the woman said to him, “so I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw
16
17
water.” Jesus told her, “Go, call your husband, and come back here.” “I have no husband,” the
18
woman answered. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say, ‘I have no husband.’ In fact, you
have had five husbands, and the man you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true.”
19
20
“Sir,” the woman replied, “I see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain,
21
but you Jews insist that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her,
“Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will not worship the Father on this mountain or in
22
Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we do know, because
23
salvation is from the Jews. But a time is coming and now is here when the real worshippers will
24
worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for those are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God
25
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” The woman said to him, “I
know that Messiah is coming” (the one called Christ). “When he comes, he will explain everything to
26
us.” Jesus said to her, “I, the one speaking to you, am he.”

…this is the Gospel of our Lord.

Service Theme for the Second Sunday in Lent: The gift of God comes by faith to all nations. Not
a holy life, not acts of obedience, but simple trust in the promise of God brings the gift of living
water for thirsty souls. Abraham believed God’s promise and so became not only the father of a
nation, but the forefather of the Promised Seed who would bless all peoples. He had faith in
God who justifies the wicked, and so God credited it to him as righteousness. By this same
faith, Christ gives righteousness to all who believe and enfolds sinful Samaritans and modern
Gentiles like us into the family of God.

Order of Worship
Opening Hymn (7:45) .........................................................“Glory Be to Jesus” (CW 103)
Opening Hymn (10:15) .................................. “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here” (CW 295)
[The 7:45 am service begins on p.38 in Christian Worship. The 10:15 am service begins with
the order of Holy Baptism (p.12). You’re invited to either use the hymnal or follow along on
the screen up until the Prayer of the Day.]

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep
us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body
and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day............................ “God Loved the World So that He Gave” (CW 391)
Sermon ..................................................................................................................... John 4:5-26
Living Water Flows from Jesus!

First Lesson ...................................................................................................... Genesis 12:1-8
God’s plan of salvation called for one special nation which would carry the Promise of the Seed
meant for all people. From the beginning, this nation would be built on faith in the promises of God.
God told Abram to leave all he knew and go to a place yet unknown and wait for blessings as yet
undefined. God revealed that the Seed of woman promised in the garden would now descend from
the family of an old man and his barren wife living as strangers in a land not yet their own. No logic
or emotion could have led Abram to leave his home—only trust in his Savior God. Abram believed
and set God’s plan in motion to build a nation on the promises of God to fulfill the promises of God.
All people would be blessed by the nation descended from Abram, because this man of faith would
bear the bloodline of the Promised Seed, the Messiah who would come as Savior of all nations.
1

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Get out of your country and away from your relatives and from your
2
father’s house and go to the land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation. I will bless you
3
and make your name great. You will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse
4
anyone who dishonors you. All of the families of the earth will be blessed in you.” So Abram went, as
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the LORD had told him. Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from
5
Haran. Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his brother’s son, and all the possessions they had
accumulated and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to travel to the land of
6
Canaan. Eventually they arrived in the land of Canaan. Abram passed through the land until he came
7
to the Oak of Moreh at the place called Shechem. The Canaanites were in the land at that time. The
LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” Abram built an altar
8
there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. He moved on from there to the hill country east of
Bethel and pitched his tent there, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar
to the LORD and proclaimed the name of the LORD.

Psalm of the Day ..................................................................................................... Psalm 121

Second Lesson ...................................................................................... Romans 4:1-5,13-17
Paul taught the Romans about faith by using Abraham as an example. Faith is simply receiving the
grace of God by trusting in his promises. This God credits to us as righteousness. Abraham’s
righteousness did not come by doing but by believing. What did Abraham do? Nothing! God did it
all: He made the promises; he gave the inheritance; he gave the child, the blessing for all nations.
Abraham merely received the promises of God by believing that the One who made the promises
was faithful. And then what happened? God acted again and credited this faith to Abraham as
righteousness. This is the righteousness that every person needs to stand in God’s presence. This is
the righteousness that the sinful woman at the well, and even faithful Abraham lacked. This is the
righteousness God gives. We are people like Abraham, who believe that God justifies the wicked.
And so God forgives our wickedness and calls us righteous—no, even more—he gives us
righteousness in the place of our wickedness. This is the living water that slakes the thirst of every
believing soul.
1

I lift up my eyes to the mountains—
where does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot stumble—
he who watches over you will not slumber.
Yes, he who watches over Israel will not slumber.
He will not sleep.
Refrain

The LORD watches over you—
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
The LORD will watch to keep you from all harm—
he will watch over your life.
The LORD will watch over your going and your coming
from now to eternity.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
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2

What then will we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered according to the flesh? If indeed
Abraham had been justified by works, he would have had a reason to boast—but not before God.
3
For what does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
4
5
Now to a person who works, his pay is not counted as a gift but as something owed. But to the
person who does not work but believes in the God who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited to
13
him as righteousness. Indeed, the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not given to
14
Abraham or his descendants through the law, but through the righteousness that is by faith. To be
15
sure, if people are heirs by the law, faith is empty and the promise is nullified. For law brings wrath.
16
(Where there is no law, there is no transgression.) For this reason, the promise is by faith, so that it
may be according to grace and may be guaranteed to all of Abraham’s descendants—not only to the
one who is a descendant by law, but also to the one who has the faith of Abraham. He is the father of
17
us all. As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”

Verse of the Day .......................................................................................... Philippians 2:8b
Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.

Gospel Lesson ........................................................................................................ John 4:5-26
He defied popular convention by traveling through Samaria. He defied religious convention by
asking a Samaritan woman for a drink. Why would Jesus even bother with this woman? She was a
Samaritan and a habitual adulterer. Yet he had to be here (John 4:4), not because of convention or
expectations but because of his mission to save all people. He had come to save the world, and that
meant he had come for this woman, too. Not because she had lived a holy life—far from it! Only
because of his grace. He used the mirror of the Law to incite within her a thirst for mercy that could
only be sated by the living water of grace. A Samaritan…a sinner…and yet Jesus opens the flood
gates of the water of life and reveals his true identity as the Promised Seed, the Anointed One, her
Savior. He calls her to faith, and she believes and finds living water for her thirsty soul.
5

So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the piece of land Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
Jacob’s well was there. Then Jesus, being tired from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about
7
the sixth hour. A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
8
9
(His disciples had gone into town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that
you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews do not associate with
6
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