The Lord’s Prayer

364 Days of Thanksgiving – Week 1

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

February 5, 2017

Closing Prayer
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Blessing
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord
with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and [ ] give you peace.
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Welcome!

Thanksgiving

We extend a very warm and friendly welcome to all who’ve joined us for worship today. We
pray that the God of grace, who sent his Son to save you and who proved his love for you by
raising him from the dead, will fill your heart with joy in knowing that your salvation has
been made sure through Jesus. May God bless your worship!
If you’re a guest with us this morning, please sign the Friendship Register in your row,
checking any applicable boxes. If you need assistance of any kind, don’t hesitate to ask one
of the ushers. If you’d like to learn more about St. John congregation or the Bible’s
teachings, please speak with Pastor Mike Gehl. And if you don’t already have a churchhome, feel free to return and worship with us again at your earliest convenience.
Our restrooms are located downstairs (through the entryway). Activity bags to help keep
children occupied are on a hanger in the entryway. We love having your children sit with
you during the service, but if you feel that your infant or toddler is getting a little too fussy,
you may briefly step out of the sanctuary until they’re ready to come back in.

Free-Will Thank-Offering
These offerings are used to support the ministries of our church, both locally and worldwide.
Our guests should not feel compelled to give an offering, but may do so if they desire.

Prayer of the Church
Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us
day after day.
We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.
You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the
temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.
We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.

Today’s order of service is displayed on the screen and printed out in the worship folder
(with music notes) for your convenience. Hymns are
found in the red book in front of you.

Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel
by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.

St. John also operates an all-day preschool and a fullday kindergarten through eighth grade Lutheran
Elementary School. We’re a member of the Fox Valley
Lutheran High School federation. If you are interested
in hearing more about these opportunities for
Christian education, please speak with Pastor Gehl or
Principal Tim Raddatz.

Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed,
and comfort all who are old and infirm.

At Your Service Today:
Greeters:

Ushers:

PowerPoint:
Altar Guild:

7:45
10:15
Jean Brandt
Karen Geiger
Marna Johns
Judy Wicker
Lynn Zirbel
Courtney Schisel
Gary Brandt
Mike Geiger
Jack Zirbel
Roy Schisel
Loree Baumgartener Troy Schisel
Terry Schaeuble
Perry Schisel
Andy Vickman
Reece Schisel
Zaine Gehl
Carol Just
Lou Ann G, Janet W, & Courtney S
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Mission and Purpose
St. John Lutheran Church exists
as part of the Holy Christian
Church on earth. We engage in
the continuing development of
disciples of Jesus Christ by
GATHERING
for
worship,
education, and fellowship in
order to GROW in faith and
knowledge of our Lord and
Savior. By God’s GRACE we GO
to proclaim Christ and his
Word with our lips and lives.
We realize that it’s only
through the GOSPEL in Word
and Sacraments that one can
be equipped for discipleship
and bringing GLORY to God.

Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.
Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be
peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or
disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to
hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our
ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.
We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in
your sight. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day............................ “God Loved the World So that He Gave” (CW 391)

Service of the Word

Sermon .................................................................................................................. Luke 19:1-10
Overwhelming Gratitude Leads to Overwhelming Generosity.

Opening Hymn ................................ “O God, Your Hand the Heavens Made” (CW 481)
Opening Verses
The grace of our Lord [ ] Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
Confession of Sins
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
Amen.
Oh, Taste and See
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
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make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for
12
goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus
may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Verse of the Day
Alleluia. Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Alleluia.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Lord, God, forgive the wrongdoing of your people and be gentle with us
in our weakness. Deliver us from the bondage of our sin and direct us to the path of
righteousness; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Word
First Lesson ...................................................................................... Exodus 34:5-9 (NIV11)
5

Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the
6
LORD. And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and
7
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the
8
children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.” Moses
9
bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. “Lord,” he said, “if I have found favor in your eyes,
then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness and our
sin, and take us as your inheritance.”

LES & SS Choir ......................................... “Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet”
Second Lesson ..................................................... 2 Thessalonians 1:1-5,11,12 (NIV11)

Gospel Lesson .................................................................................... Luke 19:1-10 (NIV11)
1

2

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he
3
was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was
4
short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him,
5
since Jesus was coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him,
6
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” So he came down at once
7
and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the
8
guest of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give
half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four
9
times the amount.” Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man,
10
too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

[the lesson ends with the words] …this is the Gospel of our Lord.

1

Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus
2
3
Christ: Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We ought always to
thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more,
4
and the love all of you have for one another is increasing. Therefore, among God’s churches we
5
boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. All this
is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of
11
God, for which you are suffering. With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may
[4]

Children’s Message
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