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It’s getting close to that time of the year when people start to breathe 
sighs of relief. Maybe it’s already started. For pastors and church staff 
and volunteers, the busy season of Lent and Easter is in the rearview mir-
ror. For students, there are a couple more weeks to push through – wrap-
ping up year-end projects and papers – but the end is in sight. Summer 
vacation plans are in the works. 

Historically, the Sunday after Easter is one of the lowest attended of the 
year. I suppose that, one might argue, it makes sense. We’ve been 
“doubling-up” services for the past six weeks. No one can fault us for 
wanting to take some time off or to cut back a little, can they? 

Consider Jesus’ agenda for those several weeks after Easter. You’d think 
that he’d have every reason to relax a bit. After all, he’d been harassed 
and brutalized, killed and raised again. If anyone would’ve had a right to 
take a vacation from church life for a while – maybe spend some time up 
north at a fishing cabin in Galilee – it would be him, right? 

But he did no such thing. He was no less busy after Easter than before. 
The only thing that changed was his focus. The work of winning the 
world’s salvation complete, he turned his attention to the final preparation 

of his disciples to carry on the work of sharing the gospel. No longer would they be the stu-
dents, but they’d instead take on the role of teachers – apostles – those sent out to share the 
good news to the ends of the earth. A daunting task, to be sure! And something that Jesus 
poured his energy into before ascending to heaven to rule over all things. 

Brothers and sisters in the faith, we aren’t part-time servants in our Savior’s kingdom. We 
aren’t allowed six months of vacation – between Easter and Christmas – from the work of the 
church. We’re called to “work while it’s day.” We’re motivated by the good news of sins forgiven 
to “do it all to the glory of God.” That includes both our work-week or our week off “up north.” 
That includes our project for English Lit. or our lazy summer of naps and video games. That in-
cludes our attention to Word and Sacrament. That includes our service toward God and our fel-
low members and our community. 

God’s called you and me to be his witnesses. It’s not just that we can’t afford to be lax in that 
work. Even more, the new man inside of us moves us to joyfully and eagerly grow in God’s 
Word and go with it into his world to his glory and that many will come to know the love of 
Christ that so fills us with peace. He’s risen! Sin is forgiven! Keep working with me to proclaim 
it! 

In Christ’s service and yours! 
Pastor Mike Gehl 

WORSHIP 
SCHEDULE 

 
Bible Classes 
9 am Sundays 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
at 7 am 

 
Sunday Worship 
7:45 & 10:15 am 

 
Sunday School 

9 am  
Last Day May 15th 
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Our Christian Friends in Need: 
  
The area in Africa, where our Central African Medical Mission (CAMM) is located, has been having a severe 
drought.  The mission has received word that the World Food Program (WFP) in Malawi has run out of funding 
and the food supplements that they provide for CAMM.  This is the middle of their hungry season.  Consequently, 
CAMM has had to purchase extra maize and soya at the time of year when the prices are the highest, but they re-
ceived some very good news this week!   
 WFP has received some emergency funding and CAMM is on the top of the priority list. They are expect-
ing a delivery the weekend of April 9.  They should have enough maize and soya to help them through the fam-
ine.  Normally they see 4,000-4,500 patients in the Malawian clinic each month.......in March they had a record 
attendance of 6,545 people needing medical assistance and food    
 At these clinics they not only receive aid for their bodily needs, but their spiritual needs as well.  God is 
showering them with opportunities to learn of Jesus, their Savior.   
 If you would like to give a donation to help them in their time of need, please call 766-9869 ...Norma Ring 
Roerig or send your donations to Norma Ring Roerig 115 Oakridge Ct Combined Locks, WI 54113.   
 All checks should be made out to CAMM. Thank you for your prayers and support. 
  
Norma Ring Roerig, Contact person for CAMM 

Fruit Cake by Lucky Leaf Pie Filling 
Recipe from Lois Baumgartener 

 
Ingredients:  1 20-oz can crushed pineapple in juice 
(don’t drain) 
1 21-oz can Cherry Pie Filling & Topping 
1 18.25-oz package yellow cake mix 
1 cup butter, melted 
1 7-oz bag coconut, shredded 
1 cup macadamia nuts, chopped (or use your favorite) 
 
Directions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.  Grease a 9 x 13-inch pan.  
Layer undrained crushed pineapple, cheery fruit filling.  
Sprinkle dry cake mix over the top, pour melted butter, 
covering evenly.  Top with the coconut and nuts.  Bake 
for 50 to 60 minutes or until brown on top. 

Upcoming Blood Drives 
 
The date for the next blood drive at 
St. John has been changed to Mon-
day, July 18th, 2016 from 1 to 6 
p.m.   
 
This change enables you to donate 
at the Wayside blood drive on May 
20th, 2016.   
 
Please mark your calendars for both 
of these important life saving dona-
tion dates.   
See you there.   
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